
Welcome to the Winter/Spring Issue 

of Sound News.   

Since our last issue, which was focused 

on the November elections, Democrats 

won back the US House of Representa-

tives.  Connecticut sent Jahana Hayes, 

our first black female Congresswoman, 

to Washington.  In the Connecticut leg-

islature, the Democratic Party took 

24/36 seats in the state senate, which 

broke an 18-18 tie, and we won 

92/151 seats in the State House of 

Representatives, a gain of 12 seats.  

Locally, Norm Needleman won his 

campaign for State Senate in District 

33.  Martha Marx and Matt Pugliese 

ran admirable campaigns, and their 

numbers were excellent, winning 48% 

and 45% (respectfully) of the vote in 

their districts.  They undoubtedly con-

tributed to Connecticut’s 2018 Blue 

Wave. We applaud them! 

In this issue of Sound News, we are 

focusing on local and state topics that 

are important to the residents of Old 

Saybrook.  Topics covered are: the 

impact of climate change and sea lev-

el rise on our town, the importance of 

saving Plum Island, and addressing 

hunger in our area towns with the 

Shoreline Soup Kitchens and Pantries.  

We have important news regarding 

the Police Commission and the Econom-

ic Development Commission, and edito-

rials on immigration and the need for 

public facilities in town.  In statewide 

news, we describe legislative pro-

posals in Connecticut which will im-

prove voter turn- out.  Lastly, we in-

clude suggestions on how you can lend 

your voice.  

Thank you for your interest !  

Laura Gray and Bill Webb, editors  

Local Issues  

Upcoming Event: Old Saybrook Chili Fest 2019 

Chili Fest  

Join the fun of the Chili Fest March 2, 2019 from 12 noon - 3PM                                                                           

Presented by the Old Saybrook Chamber of Commerce 

Be sure to look for the Old Saybrook Democrats (in front of Esty's 

Store).  We will be giving away mints to clear the palate, hot cider and 

hand warmers to beat the chill ! 

Volume 2: Issue 1 

February 28, 2019 Winter/Spring 2019 

S O U N D  N E W S  F R O M  T H E  O L D  S A Y B R O O K  D E M O C R A T S  

Sound News 

HIGH RISK LIVING AT SEA 
LEVEL IN OLD SAYBROOK  

2 

SAVING PLUM ISLAND 4 

HOW YOU CAN HELP OUR 
COMMUNITY- SHORELINE 
SOUP KITCHENS & PANTRY 

6 

LET’S TALK POO (AND COM-

POSTING TOILETS) 

7 

POLICE COMMISSION RFP 8 

OPINION: IMMIGRATION 9 

EDC MARINER’S WAY TIF 
UPDATE 

10 

MAKE VOTING EASY 11 

Inside this issue: 



Sound News - Winter/Spring Edition  

2 

Scientific data indisputably proves 
that air and ocean temperatures are 
increasing, and sea levels are rising.  
The most significant contributor to ris-
ing sea levels is thermal expansion– 
higher temperatures cause surface 
ocean water to expand. Melting gla-
cial land masses also contribute to sea 
level rise.  At the same time, warmer 
air holds more water vapor, which 
leads to increased rainfall and snow-
fall. To compound these trends, scien-
tists have observed that hurricanes are 
“slower” now, spending more time 
hovering over an area, which means 

even more rain and more damage.    

What does this mean to Old 
Saybrook? Surging Seas Risk Finder 
points to a 54% risk of at least one 
flood over 6 ft taking place between 
today and 2050 in Old Saybrook 
Center. In the image below Old 
Saybrook land below 6 feet MHW 
(mean high water) and subject to 

flooding is colored blue: 

 

Projections are localized from the interme-
diate sea level scenario in the NOAA Tech-
nical Report targeted for the 2018 U.S. 
National Climate Assessment. https://
riskfinder.climatecentral.org/place/old-

saybrook-center.ct.us   

The Connecticut Institute for Resilience 
and Climate Adaptation (CIRCA) was 
formed in 2014 after we experienced 
Hurricane Irene in 2011 and Sandy in 
2012. The goal of CIRCA is to “help 
the State of CT study and adjust to 
the rising sea level and other environ-
mental issues at the local level.”  A 
new study by CIRCA predicts sea lev-
els in Long Island Sound will rise 20 
inches by 2050. https://

circa.uconn.edu/ 

According to CIRCA, South Eastern CT 
is especially vulnerable to sea level 
rise, due to our geography, proximity 
to the Atlantic Ocean, orientation of 
the LI Sound, and the pattern of storm 

tracks.   

Despite what some of our elected offi-
cials refuse to believe, the town lead-

ers of all CT Shoreline towns have 
taken the advice of the experts and 
have prepared extensive resilience 
and adaptation plans to help prevent 
damage and loss.  Old Saybrook re-
tained GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc., a 
leading environmental and geotech-
nical consulting firm, to conduct a com-
prehensive Community Coastal Resili-

ence Study & Infrastructure Evaluation.   

Per the Coastal Resilience and Adap-
tation Study, found on the Old 
Saybrook Conservation Commission 
website and completed in 2018, “The 
vulnerability analysis evaluates multi-
ple probable flood events and sever-
al different sea level rise scenarios 
and builds upon existing studies by 
FEMA, the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, CIRCA and the December 2015 
Report of Findings prepared by the 
Town’s Sea Level Rise Climate Adap-
tation Committee.” The study prioritiz-
es where and how the Town should 
prepare for coastal hazards short-

term and long-term. 

Some of the long-term strategies in-

volve: 

• Retreat from development on the 
beach.  

• Encourage relocation and rede-
velopment in areas that are not 
vulnerable to coastal flooding.   

• Protect key areas like our town 
center, Saybrook Point, estab-
lished communities, and historic 
districts with elevated structures 
and perimeter levees. 

• Create resilient corridors - raised 
roadways, bridges and green-
ways to connect these protected 
areas which may become “island-
like” by 2100. 

• Create a natural buffer at marsh 
edges.   

• Allow natural coastal processes to 
occur along beaches and within 
marshes.  Return these areas to 

public use. 

High Risk Living at Sea Level in Old Saybrook 
Laura Gray, OSDTC member and co-editor 

https://circa.uconn.edu/
https://circa.uconn.edu/
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Near-term strategies include: 

• Accommodation – allow flooding 
to occur but protect infrastructure, 
property and natural resources 
through interim measures 

• Road improvement - improve por-
tions of key roads that routinely 
flood  

• Adopt alternate emergency re-
sponses – including amphibious 
emergency vehicles 

• Establishment and communication 

of evacuation guidelines 

• Distribution of flood hazard maps 
to residents, that illustrate project-
ed sea level rise by 2050 and 
2100 

• Updated building codes and zon-
ing regulations to promote resilien-
cy and more informed decision-
making 

• Discussions with residents to include 
retreat from high vulnerability are-
as, land acquisitions including 

beachfront properties to expand 
the tidal marsh & conservation 
land, and the development of 
flood protection berms as public 

greenways.   

 

It is a fact that we are losing coastline. 

How will this impact you?  

 

 

“The climate is changing.  The proper political debate would be how to deal with these risks.” 
Steven Chu, Professor of Physics, Stanford University 
Nobel Laureate in Physics 1997, United States Secretary of Energy from 2009 to 2013 

High Risk Living at Sea Level in Old Saybrook, continued 

GZA’s model simulations of MHW (mean high tide) during the years 2041and 2116, assuming the USACE Intermediate sea 

level rise projection which is considered to have a high likelihood of occurrence.   

 Old Saybrook shoreline home 
Photo credit Laura Gray 

You can read the entire study here:  Sea Level Rise Climate Adaptation - Community Coastal Resilience 
Study and Infrastructure Evaluation, https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/conservation-commission/pages/

Chamber of Commerce Scare-

crow contest 2018 

A Federal Agency Trolls 
Trump with his winter storm 
tweets 

https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/conservation-commission/pages/
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In 2008, the US Congress passed leg-
islation requiring Plum Island’s federal 
operations to be sold to fund a more 
secure new facility , the National Bio 

and Agro-Defense Facility in Kansas.    
In 2013, the federal General Services 
Administration (GSA) announced its 
decision to proceed with a public sale 
of the whole island.  Congressional 
efforts were introduced by the CT and 
NY delegations to stop the sale and 
protect Plum Island, but they have 
stalled in the U.S. Senate.  The GSA is 
proceeding with the sale.  Although the 
new facility is already funded; the 
proceeds might now be directed to-
wards a new DHS headquarters out-

side DC. 

Plum Island is an 840 acre keystone of 
the wonderful biodiversity of eastern 
Long Island Sound that enriches our 
living in south-east Connecticut.  It ties 
together Gardiner’s Bay, the Peconic 
estuary, the Race and Big Gull and 
Little Gull, and the Connecticut River in 
what is an increasingly developed 

coastline.     

• On the south side of the island is 
the largest seal haul-out in south-
ern New England 

• The largest Roseate Tern nesting 
concentration in the Western Hemi-
sphere is on the adjacent Great 
Gull Island.  The tern fish the wa-

ters around Plum and rely on its 
coastline for habitat. 

• The undeveloped 600 acres of the 
island are home to over 100 at-
risk birds, plants and insects. 

• There must be a lot of fish in Plum 
Gut, because there are always 
fishing boats there. 

 
Photo credit: Robert Lorenz  

The stalled efforts in Congress include 
the Plum Island Preservation Act in the 
House and the Plum Island Conserva-
tion Act in the Senate.  The House bill 
was introduced by Rep Lee Zeldin, the 
US Representative for eastern Long 
Island, which includes the Town of 
Southhold, NY, which in turn includes 
Plum Island; this bill passed the House 
unanimously but was blocked in the 
Senate.  The Senate bill, introduced by 
CT and NY’s senators, never got out of 
committee.   
 
The 2 Republican senators, Sen. Pat 
Roberts of Kansas and Senator Ron 
Johnson of Wisconsin, who are leading 
the opposition to these efforts are con-
vinced that Plum is worth $400M which 
is the estimated sale price for a fully 
develop-able Plum Island, and not the 
$40M value that reflects the zoning 
restrictions Southhold created in 2013 
for Plum.   
The zoning restrictions create a conser-
vation district for the undeveloped 
acres, and a research district on the 
footprint of the lab.  These districts 
discourage development by prevent-
ing hotels and high rise residential con-

dos.  But zoning can be reversed, so 
efforts are continuing in the 2019 Con-
gressional appropriations bills, includ-
ing a provision included by Zeldin and 
supported by Senators Blumenthal and 
Murphy (CT), Senator Gillebrand (NY), 
Representatives Courtney and DeLauro 
(CT) and Rice and Faso (NY) prevent-
ing the GSA from selling or marketing 
Plum Island in 2019. 
 
Although a federal conservation ease-
ment on the undeveloped acres re-
mains the best solution for saving Plum 
Island, another option is for New York 
State to block any sale as inconsistent 
with New York’s federally approved 
Long Island Coastal Management Plan.  
The US Coastal Zone Management Act 
of 1972 requires that Federal actions 
that affect the use of land, water or 
natural resources of the coastal zone 
be consistent with enforceable policies 
of a State's federally-approved 
coastal management program.  Great 
deference is given to plans developed 
by the states.  As an example, the  

Photo credit: Robert Lorenz  

State of NY determined that the fed-
erally proposed Broadwater LNG ter-
minal violated the Coastal Zone Man-
agement Act and conflicted with the 
values and uses of the Sound.  As a 
result the project was blocked.   
 
The Preserve Plum Island Coalition in-
cludes over 100 member organizations 
and thousands of individuals who sup-
port the conservation of Plum Island’s 
undeveloped land and the adaptive re
-use of the laboratory buildings.   The 

Save Plum Island 
Bill Webb, OSDTC member and co-editor 
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Coalition is working with Southhold to 
develop a management plan that fits 
within the new zoning restrictions.  One 
goal is to repurpose the laboratory 
buildings for marine, biotech, renewa-
ble energy or pharmaceutical re-
search, which will provide funding to 
support the conservation efforts on 
Plum.   SUNY Stonybrook may be in-
terested. This may reflect real em-
ployment possibilities for Old 
Saybrook residents - over 200 people 
currently work on Plum and take the 
daily ferry from Old Saybrook.    
 
Save the Sound, which helped Old 
Saybrook acquire the Preserve, 
helped create the Coalition and is 
coordinating these ongoing efforts.  
(https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-
we-do/conserving-land-water-wildlife
-people/preserving-plum-island/)   

Photo credit: Robert Lorenz  

Chris Cryder, an Old Saybrook resi-
dent who was one of the leaders of 
the Preserve effort for Save the 
Sound, is working on this project.  
Save the Sound and others in 2016 
filed a federal lawsuit arguing that 
the original 2013 Final Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) was inade-
quate and violated the National Envi-
ronmental Protection Act, the Endan-

gered Species Act and the Coastal 
Zone Management Act by failing to 
take into consideration environmental 
impacts.  Furthermore the proposed 
sale through an open auction to the 
highest bidder also violated these 
acts.  This summer, the GSA announced 
that it intends to prepare a Supple-
mental Environmental Impact State-
ment to remedy compliance with these 
acts, and that the sale of Plum Island 
will not occur before 2023.   
It is not clear that this new approach 
will consider federal conservation as 
an explicit alternative, which is the 
basic goal of the lawsuit; the original 
EIS only considered 2 options: a No 
Action alternative (Plum remains fed-
erally owned but mothballed and 
abandoned) or Sale of the Property. 
 
What can you do? 
Residents of Old Saybrook and other 
coastal Connecticut towns who hope to 
keep Plum Island and our coastline 
pristine should sign up for Save the 
Sound newsletters.  Legal develop-
ments, ongoing efforts that encourage 
Congressional action, and New York 
State efforts under its Open Space 
Conservation Plan and the LI Sound 
Coastal Management Plan will be 
presented.  (https://
www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/
join-activist-network/) Learn about 
Save the Sound events and meetings 
that support Plum Island. Many other 
interesting issues such as dam removal, 
land conservation, sustainable energy, 
sea level rise are also discussed. The 
next showing of the Plum Island docu-
mentary will occur March 11th in Old 

Saybrook https://
www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/
upcoming-events/ 
 
Direct action is critical: 

• Send a letter to your senators and 
congressman -                      
https://
se-
cure.everyaction.com/7Yuiya4q5
UOq3M5pczwKVg2 

 

• Ask everyone you know who is a 
resident of New York State to 
take steps to convince Governor 
Cuomo to use New York State’s 
Long Island Coastal Management 
Plan to block a sale for private 
development, and to use the 
state’s Open Space Conservation 
Plan to acquire the undeveloped 
600 acres. 

 

• Ask anyone you know who is a 
resident of Wisconsin and Kansas 
to convince their Senators to stop 
pushing the sale for private devel-
opment! 

 
Additional resources: 
https://www.preserveplumisland.org/ 
 

https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-we-
do/conserving-land-water-wildlife-
people/preserving-plum-island/ 
 

http://www.connecticutmag.com/the-
connecticut-story/the-battle-to-preserve-
plum-island/article_dbae0b00-158e-
11e8-b36d-3b028acdc036.html 
 

http://www.longislandnature.org/
Plum_Island_biodiversity_inventory.pdf 
 

https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/
WFRevitalization/longisland.html 

Did you know that during the early Colonial period Southhold and Plum Island were managed by the 
New Haven and then the Connecticut colony?  While the Dutch were setting the Hudson River and west-
ern Long Island, the English were settling Connecticut and eastern Long Island.  Plum Island was pur-
chased from the Montauk tribe in 1750 by the son of the Connecticut governor.  The Connecticut colo-
nies helped Southhold resist Dutch rule in 1673, when the Dutch recaptured New York colony.  But by 
1676, the New York colony was retaken by the English, and James, Duke of York, no friend apparent-

ly of Connecticut, forced eastern Long Island against its will to be part of New York.   

https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-we-do/conserving-land-water-wildlife-people/preserving-plum-island/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-we-do/conserving-land-water-wildlife-people/preserving-plum-island/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-we-do/conserving-land-water-wildlife-people/preserving-plum-island/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/join-activist-network/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/join-activist-network/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/join-activist-network/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/upcoming-events/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/upcoming-events/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/take-action/upcoming-events/
https://secure.everyaction.com/7Yuiya4q5UOq3M5pczwKVg2
https://secure.everyaction.com/7Yuiya4q5UOq3M5pczwKVg2
https://secure.everyaction.com/7Yuiya4q5UOq3M5pczwKVg2
https://secure.everyaction.com/7Yuiya4q5UOq3M5pczwKVg2
https://www.preserveplumisland.org/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-we-do/conserving-land-water-wildlife-people/preserving-plum-island/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-we-do/conserving-land-water-wildlife-people/preserving-plum-island/
https://www.ctenvironment.org/what-we-do/conserving-land-water-wildlife-people/preserving-plum-island/
http://www.connecticutmag.com/the-connecticut-story/the-battle-to-preserve-plum-island/article_dbae0b00-158e-11e8-b36d-3b028acdc036.html
http://www.connecticutmag.com/the-connecticut-story/the-battle-to-preserve-plum-island/article_dbae0b00-158e-11e8-b36d-3b028acdc036.html
http://www.connecticutmag.com/the-connecticut-story/the-battle-to-preserve-plum-island/article_dbae0b00-158e-11e8-b36d-3b028acdc036.html
http://www.connecticutmag.com/the-connecticut-story/the-battle-to-preserve-plum-island/article_dbae0b00-158e-11e8-b36d-3b028acdc036.html
http://www.longislandnature.org/Plum_Island_biodiversity_inventory.pdf
http://www.longislandnature.org/Plum_Island_biodiversity_inventory.pdf
https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/WFRevitalization/longisland.html
https://www.dos.ny.gov/opd/programs/WFRevitalization/longisland.html
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We live in a community where unseen 
faces struggle with life’s difficulties 
and financial troubles. They could be 
your neighbor or even a member of 
our own family. Educating ourselves 
and our community about hunger and 
poverty is the main key to understand-
ing the ways in which we can be of 

help.  

Old Saybrook is one of 11 towns that 
has stepped up to provide assistance 
to those in our community who need our 
help and support. In our small town 
alone, there are over 1,000 people 
who are registered at our Shoreline 
Soup Kitchens and Pantries. A family of 
four or more make up close to 60% of 
our guests.  Over 30% of our guests 
are infants, children and teens, 10% 
are seniors, and 19% live alone.  
Many of our guests are working adults.  
There are some guests that are facing 
a medical crisis or are living with a 
disability.  And there are many who 
are on limited incomes and are taking 

it just one day at a time.   

All Shoreline food pantries and meal 
sites are hosted by local faith commu-

nities. Each week those in need of as-
sistance can go to one of 5 food pan-
tries between Niantic and Clinton. At a 
food pantry they will receive enough 
food for 3 meals for 3 days for each 

member of their household.  There are 
9 meal sites in our area towns where 
all are welcomed for a hot meal. It’s 
not just a hot meal that’s served, guests 
also enjoy fellowship with a caring 

community.   

Old Saybrook has two facilities that 
generously open their doors. On Tues-
days guests can visit the food pantry 
at the First Church of Christ in 
Saybrook (the Congregational Church). 
On Wednesdays they may visit the 
meal site at Grace Episcopal Church. 
Everyone is welcome, and the guests 

are so thankful to the staff and many 

volunteers.  

Many may believe that this level of 
need is not possible in our town, and 
many may shake their heads and say 
that can’t be true. But it is true. This 
beautiful town that sits at the mouth of 
the Connecticut River at the Long Island 
Sound is where we enjoy our beaches, 
boats, concerts on the green, and a 
leisurely walk up and down Main 
Street.  We have everything a small 
shoreline town has to offer.  Old 
Saybrook is the small town where eve-
rybody knows just about everybody…. 

or do we really know everybody? 

There are many ways that we as a 
community can help out and make a 
difference in the lives of those living 
along the Shoreline, you can make a 
donation (food or money), organize a 
Food Drive or volunteer at one of 

many Pantry and Meal Sites.                                                                                                  

For more information visit: https://
www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org/get-
help 

How You Can Help our Community  
Kathy Sugland, OSDTC member 

Number of residents registered at an SSKP food pantry by town in 2017.  Source SSKP2018 Fact Sheet 

https://www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org/get-help
https://www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org/get-help
https://www.shorelinesoupkitchens.org/get-help
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In the spirit of “The Music Man.” We 
have trouble, Ladies and Gents.  Right 
here in O.S., we have Trouble. Trouble 
with a capital T, that rhymes with P, 
and that means … POO.  It’s that un-
speakable subject… POO. What do 

we do, when we have to POO? 

We know the scenario: a child wants to 
play soccer with his Dad. Dad takes 
him to the park and nature calls. “Dad I 
have go”. “Daddy Now!” Dad runs to 
the car, takes the napkins left from 
lunch, grabs the boy and runs for the 
woods. The boy cries, “Where are we 
going Daddy?” Dad replies in desper-
ation, “We are going to find a large 

tree.”   

How about this scenario:  The water is 
cold, the air is brisk, the sun is inviting. 
You are enjoying some free time walk-
ing the mud flats at low tide. You have 
walked out to the farthest edge taking 
in the scenery when, nature calls. You 
look around; no trees and no bushes. 
All the houses that line the beach are 
facing you!!! You run the mile dash 
back to the parking lot and realize the 
toilet is closed and locked.  What do 

you do, when you have to POO? 

Composting Toilets!!! They are not a 
Privy or smelly Outhouse. These are 
odorless humus makers. The National 
Park Service (NPS) defines composting 
toilets as a waterless system, decom-
posing human waste, turning it into hu-
mus (compost) through an aerobic pro-

cess.  

We need public toilets available all 
year round. We do not need the ex-
pense of renting small smelly portable 
toilets with maintenance/service fees, 
or flush toilets that waste water, or the 
fuel costs associated with keeping 

buildings warm during the off season.  

Regardless of age or gender, our resi-
dents, guests, and visitors love to visit 
our town and parks.  We invite visitors 
to come to the theater, try our restau-
rants, and enjoy a weekend getaway. 
In short, we ask our guests to come and 
enjoy the very assets we love. It is un-
reasonable to rely on businesses and 
restaurants to provide public restrooms. 
Our own Economic Development Com-
mission has stated that areas that have 
public facilities draw more tourism dol-
lars than those that do not. We need 
the added revenue tourism brings to 

grow our economy and to be economi-

cally self-sufficient.   

Our town has been recognized for our 
efforts in sustainability; now is the time 
to push to be eco-friendly and green. 
We need roomy, odorless, clean, relia-
ble, low maintenance, and green com-

posting toilets.  

Composting Toilets are the answer to 
the question, “What do you do, when 

you have to POO?” 

Join us as we push for reliable public 
facilities. Where do you think these 
facilities are needed most?  Call, email, 
or write the Park and Recreation Com-
mission. Give us your thoughts on this 

subject.  

Park and Recreation Commission 
308 Main St., Old Saybrook, CT 
06475  
(860) 395-3152   
ray.allen@oldsaybrookct.gov 
https://oldsaybrookct.myrec.com/info/

contact/default.aspx 

Let’s talk POO  
Susan Esty, Parks and Recreation Commission Chairwoman and OSDTC member 

 Essex Town Green composting station, photo by Laura Gray 

https://oldsaybrookct.myrec.com/info/contact/default.aspx
https://oldsaybrookct.myrec.com/info/contact/default.aspx
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Last fall the Police Commission sent out 
a Request for Qualifications and Pro-
posal (RFP) to review the organization-
al structure and staffing requirements 
of the OS Police Department.   The 
received RFP’s are now in the process 

of review.   

Per the Executive Summary in the RFP: 
There is not a specific reason, highlight-
ed occurrence, or mandate for this re-
view. Rather, the review is an oppor-
tunity for The Commission to ensure its 
constituents that the Town either cur-
rently maintains a proper, safe, effi-
cient, effective, and fiscally sound or-
ganizational structure and staffing pro-
gram or that, through a detailed action 

plan, it can attain those goals. 

The Police Commission established a 
subcommittee (The Subcommittee) con-
sisting of the Police Commission, The 
Police Union President, the Dispatch 
Union President, The Chief of Police, 

and the First Selectman. 

The Goal per the RFP is to analyze the 
organizational structure and staffing of 
the Department of Police Services and 
to provide recommendations based on 
criteria listed within this document.  The 
review may provide findings, conclu-
sions and recommendations that will 
improve the Department’s effectiveness 

and create new efficiencies. 

Quoted below is Item IV of the RFP to 
familiarize the citizens of Old 
Saybrook with the RFP and what the 
Police Commission is seeking.  This is for 
educational purposes as many are not 
aware there is an RFP for the Depart-

ment of Police Services.   

Item IV.  of the RFP "Scope of Work/ 
Mandated Deliverables" based on the 
Town of Old Saybrook’s: 

• Current and projected de-
mographics (population /social/
cultural/ethnic/age/income/etc) 

• Geographical position within the 
State 

• Various government, transporta-
tion, hospitality, recreation, con-

struction, food service, industrial, 
retail, marine, housing, and med-
ical business enterprises that cre-
ate a daily service population 

• Seasonal population shift 

• Current Labor Agreements 

• Historic, current and projected 
community Law Enforcement / 

First Responder Service demands 

This is what the Commission seeks 
from bidders: (quoted directly from 
the RFP) 

"The Old Saybrook Police Commission 
seeks a qualified firm to perform the 
following tasks: 

Create a Report that: 

• creates an optimal organiza-
tional chart for the Old 
Saybrook Department of Po-
lice Services to operate in the 
most efficient, effective, and 
safe manner possible as a 
municipal police department 
within the State of Connecticut 

• details the number of per-
sonnel (both Sworn and 
Civilian) assigned to each 
named position 

• details the supervisory 
span of control for the 
proposed organizational 
structure and position as-
signment 

• details duties/tasks to be as-
signed to each position to com-
ply with industry standards, 
mandates, regulations, and 
laws. 

Create a Report that: 

• details the current organiza-
tional chart for the Old 
Saybrook Department of Police 
Services, the number of person-
nel (sworn and Civilian) as-
signed to each named position, 
the supervisory span of control, 
and the duties/tasks assigned 
to each position. 

• compares/contrasts the cur-
rent labor force (structure, 
span of control, assigned 

duties/tasks), to an optimal 
structure, span of control, 
position assignments, and 
assigned duties/tasks as 
detailed in action item A, 
highlighting areas of 
growth as it pertains to 
safety, operational effec-
tiveness and efficiencies. 

Create a Report that: 

• creates action plans, methods, 
and proposed timelines to mi-
grate from current practices to 
optimal practices, prioritizing 
safety, operational effective-
ness, and efficiencies providing 
the following for this aspect of 
the report: 
- A statement of reason  
- A fiscal note (both short and 

long term effect of the recom-
mendation) 

- A statement of Operational 
Impact 

- A statement of Service Impact 
to the Department’s Service 
Population 

- A legal litmus test – (can the 
recommendation be legally im-
plemented)" 

The Public may wish to check the up-
coming agendas of the Police Commis-
sion to learn about the selection of the 
winning bidder and more about the 
process.  The Police Commission meet-
ings are open to the public and meet 
the fourth Monday of each month in the 
first-floor conference room in the Town 
Hall.   Agendas may be found on the 
Town Website under Boards and Com-
missions (select Police Commission).  This 
RFP is an important step for the Police 
Department and Town, and the OSDTC 

encourages the public’s interest. 

The full 10-page text of the RFP may-
be found on the Town website under 
Bids and RFPs.  https://
www.oldsaybrookct.gov/sites/
oldsaybrookct/files/uploads/2018-08
-30_-_organizational_structure_-

_staffing_study_rfp.pdf 

The Old Saybrook Police Commission Request for an Assessment of the Organizational 

Structure and Staffing of the Department of Police Services - Janis L Esty, Chairwoman OSDTC 

https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/sites/oldsaybrookct/files/uploads/2018-08-30_-_organizational_structure_-_staffing_study_rfp.pdf
https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/sites/oldsaybrookct/files/uploads/2018-08-30_-_organizational_structure_-_staffing_study_rfp.pdf
https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/sites/oldsaybrookct/files/uploads/2018-08-30_-_organizational_structure_-_staffing_study_rfp.pdf
https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/sites/oldsaybrookct/files/uploads/2018-08-30_-_organizational_structure_-_staffing_study_rfp.pdf
https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/sites/oldsaybrookct/files/uploads/2018-08-30_-_organizational_structure_-_staffing_study_rfp.pdf
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OPINIONS: 

The Chairwoman’s Editorial:  Immigration  
Janis L Esty, Chairwoman OSDTC 

It is time we discuss immigration.  Everyone can agree we need better control over our borders, but what is important is 

how we do it.  We need to look back at our own heritage and remember why our ancestors came here.  If we do, we 

may find little difference between the immigrants of yesterday and today. 

One of the first groups of immigrants to come to the "New World" voyaged on the Mayflower.  Seeking religious free-

dom, they were afraid that the dungeon would await them if they stayed in their homeland. These new immigrants 

crossed an ocean not knowing what to expect but prayed it would be better. Next came the Dutch and the Germans. 

Some were seeking religious freedom, and some were fleeing political oppression, but all were looking for safety, new 

opportunities and work. The Irish came to escape the potato famine and starvation.  The point is, everyone came flee-

ing something, in the hope of finding safety and opportunity in the New World. 

Today's immigrants seeking asylum in the United States are no different.  They are fleeing drug lords, poverty and 

corrupt government officials.  If they resist, they "disappear.” When there is government corruption, there is little hope 

for change. To walk for hundreds of miles to our borders fleeing oppression, and then to be treated by the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security no better than animals, is un-American.  This was not done  to our ancestors.  It's time we 

open our hearts and treat   desperate people with dignity , every person deserves  medical attention, a bed to sleep 

on, and most importantly security and hope.  Locked in a kennel on a cement floor and handed a space blanket for 

warmth is unjustifiable.  This is not who we are!  Congress complains about how the refugees from Yemen are treated. 

What right do we have to complain? Is this not what we are doing?    

Children have died in US custody, and the head of the Homeland Security does not even know how or why.  Children 

have been separated from their parents with no records kept and no way to reunite them and  the Republican admin-

istration proudly proclaims that this is what they get for seeking asylum with children.  Parents in this country get upset 

when a child is left on a school bus, but don't care when children are taken from their parents and put in detention cen-

ters. These children are even separated from their siblings. Think how frightened your child would be not to mention 

you. 

This Republican administration refers to immigrants seeking asylum as animals, terrorists, vermin, criminals.  They don't 

look like that to me, they look like frightened people trying to find a way out. People who came looking for hope, for 

a place to live without fear, only to  discover we are their worst nightmare.  A wall will not stop people from fleeing 

drug lords and murder, just as an ocean heading into the unknown did not stop our ancestors. It will not stop the people 

from South America.  If given the choice of losing my family to murder and hopelessness versus crossing a desert, I will 

take my family across the desert to a land that had in the past offered hope and a new life. 

We will never have a secure border until we recognize the real problems, and assist the countries fighting the drug 

lords, corruption, murder and poverty from which their people are fleeing.  Where is our moral fiber?  When did we 

lose sight of what is the right and most humane thing to do?  We need an immigration policy that is not based on fear 

and retribution toward people fleeing for their lives.   We need to attack the root of the problem. That problem is not 

a lack of a wall but the lack of a will to work with our neighbors to the south, to assist them in tackling the criminal ele-

ment, poverty and corruption in their governments. 

We will have to repent in this generation not merely for the vitriolic words and ac-

tions of the bad people, but for the appalling silence of the good people. 

Martin Luther King Jr 
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The Economic Development Commission 
continues to work on the re-
development of the area of town 
known as Mariner's Way.  On January 
22, at a Special Town Meeting, the 
resolution passed for the Mariner's 
Way Tax Increment Financing District 
and Master Plan to be incorporated 
into the town's Plan of Conservation 
and Development.  The TIF District pro-
vides the town with an additional tool 
to encourage re-development in the 
Mariner's Way district.  The TIF does 
not create a new tax or increase tax 
rates. It is also not a tax break or 
abatement for the properties in the 
district. What the TIF District does pro-
vide is an incentive for improvement of 
the property within the district. If the 
property values increase and generate 
tax revenue above the current value, 
then 50% of the increased revenue is 
targeted for reinvestment within the 

district. 

The proposal was reviewed and sup-
ported by the Economic Development 

Commission, the Planning Commission, 
Board of Finance and Board of Select-
man.  There were also public hearings 
held to present the idea.  Additional 
work for the EDC in the coming months 
is an update to the Economic Develop-
ment section of the Town's Plan of Con-
servation and Development.  This will 
serve to guide the work effort in the 
town for the next 10-15 years, to 
grow the tax base and to strengthen 
our local economy.  The task force 
working on the update includes Chris-
tine Nelson (Town Planner), Susie Beck-
man (Economic Development Director), 
Thomas Cox and Kathy Sugland, both 
from the Planning Commission, and 
myself. This effort has been on-going 
for the last year, researching state and 
regional priorities and trends and ex-
amining the results in the town over the 
last two decades.  We are looking to 
hold public stakeholder sessions in mid-
March to gain additional feedback.  
Please keep an eye out in the coming 

weeks or contact Susie Beckman for 

more information. 

For more information visit : 

https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/
economic-development/pages/

mariners-way 

Economic Development Commission Update 
Matt Pugliese, Chairman EDC and OSDTC member 

If you want your Voice to be heard on a topic you need to call or write your elected officials remember they work 
for you! 

Federal: 
Senator Blumenthal - 202-224-2823 
Senator Murphy - 202-224-4041 
Congressman Courtney - 202-225-2076 

Town: 
Send an email to First Selectman, Carl Fortuna 
carl.fortuna@oldsaybrookCT.gov 

State: 
Norm Needleman – CT State Senator 33rd District (OS District 2)  http://
www.senatedems.ct.gov/needleman-contact 
Paul Formica – CT State Senator 20th District (OS District 1) http://ctsenaterepublicans.com/contact-formica/ 
Devin Carney - CT Assembly 23rd District Representative  https://www.cthousegop.com/carney/contact-me/  

Photos by Laura Gray 

https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/economic-development/pages/mariners-way
https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/economic-development/pages/mariners-way
https://www.oldsaybrookct.gov/economic-development/pages/mariners-way
mailto:carl.fortuna@oldsaybrookCT.gov
http://www.senatedems.ct.gov/needleman-contact
http://www.senatedems.ct.gov/needleman-contact
http://ctsenaterepublicans.com/contact-formica/
https://www.cthousegop.com/carney/contact-me/
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Most of the American public would 
like voting made easier.  One should 
not have to miss work, find childcare, 
locate your polling place, get a ride, 
travel a long distance to the polls, or 
wait in long lines (often in bad weath-
er) to vote.  And then, while waiting in 
line, fret that you may have been 
purged or gerrymandered, or wonder 
if the voting machines are even func-
tional. What played out across the 
country last November was reprehen-

sible and appalling.  

We are fortunate in Old Saybrook 
that it only takes minutes to vote.  But 
as a State, we can do better.  Last 
November we saw long lines in New 
Haven and a mix up in Stratford. Did 
you know that Connecticut is one of 12 
states that does not allow early vot-
ing? And that we are one of 9 states 
that requires an excuse on an Absen-

tee Ballot?   

Gratefully, Secretary of State Denise 
Merrill has proposed a Constitutional 
Amendment to allow 3 days of in-
person early voting and no-excuse 
mail-in absentee ballots.  In order to 
get this resolution on a state-wide 

ballot for our vote in 2020, the House 
and Senate must approve it by 75% 
this year. This means the earliest we 
would have early voting and no-
excuse absentee ballots would be 

2022.   

Additional legislative changes recom-
mended by Denise Merrill are: allow 
people on parole to vote, standardize 
our ballots across the state (by size 
and shape), and require towns and 
cities to provide ‘staffing plans’ 
ahead of elections that will ensure 
that the polls are adequately staffed 

with trained poll workers.  

Democratic State Representative Josh 
Elliot has additional suggestions:  
add/remove qualified voters when 
people change their addresses with 
the U.S. Postal Service; make the sys-
tem opt-out not opt-in (automatically 
receive your ballot by mail, unless you 
specifically state that you prefer to 
go to a voting location), and allow 30 
days for Early Voting.  He would also 
like to start discussing Ranked Choice 
Voting (RCV) – where Voters rank 
their preferences for each candidate 

on a ballot in ranked order.  

While we are at it, let’s make Election 
Day a federal holiday, and drop the 

controversial Columbus Day Holiday.  

All Americans have a right to partici-
pate in our Democracy, therefore we 

should make voting easy in CT !   

“Throughout our history access to the 
ballot box has increased with progres-
sive changes to our laws and Constitu-
tion.  Connecticut should take the next 
step in expanding voter participation 
and enact early voting as so many oth-
er states have done. This expansion of 
enfranchisement will strengthen our de-
mocracy and encourage responsible 
citizenship” - Senate President Pro Tem-

pore Martin Looney.  

Write/call your representatives and 

express your support.   

https://portal.ct.gov/SOTS/Press-Releases/2019-
Press-Releases/Secretary-of-the-State-Denise-
Merrill-Announces-Early-Voting-Constitutional-

Amendment.  

https://www.courant.com/opinion/op-ed/hc-op-

elliott-voting-reform 

https://www.ctnewsjunkie.com/archives/
en-
try/20190207_merrill_calls_for_passage_of_voterc

entric_laws/   

Make Voting Easy in Connecticut 
Laura Gray, OSDTC member and co-editor 
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