
of our Democratic Town Com-

mittee Meetings and other 

political and community 

events.  We meet on the 4th 

Monday of the month at 

6:30pm at the Vicky Duffy 

Pavilion on Saybrook Point. 

 

Laura Gray and Bill Webb, 

Co-Editors of Sound News 

Welcome to the second 
quarterly edition of  
Sound News, from the Old 
Saybrook Democratic Town 
Committee.    

This issue of Sound News is 

focused on the major politi-

cal issues facing our towns 

and the State of Connecticut 

in this election season. We 

have asked our local Demo-

cratic Candidates how they 

propose to address current 

issues. We will explore state 

taxes, tolls, the regionaliza-

tion of town services, educa-

tion, proposed cuts to Medi-

care/Medicaid, the DMV, 

rising sea levels and more.  

We hope you will find the 

responses by Matt Pugliese, 

Norm Needleman and Mar-

tha Marx insightful and in-

formative.    

We invite all Old Saybrook 

Democrats to join us at one 

Special Mid-Term Election Campaign Issue 

Mary Kennedy is honored with the Ella T. Grasso Leadership Award 

On September 9th, in South-

ington, CT, Mary Kennedy of 

Old Saybrook received the 

Ella T. Grasso Leadership 

Award in recognition of her 

leadership, volunteerism and 

service to the Democratic 

Party. Mary started in poli-

tics as the Treasurer to the 

National Young Democrats 

and has been involved in all 

Presidential campaigns in-

cluding those of Kennedy, 

Johnson and Humphrey.  She 

is active in all local races as 

well, from the top of the tick-

et all the way down, and 

has been called the 

"energizer bunny" of the 

Old Saybrook DTC.  She has 

worked tirelessly to do 

phone banks, mailings, let-

ters, and canvassing to 

ensure that qualified can-

didates are elected to 

serve our communities. In 

addition to politics, Mary has 

had a distinguished career in 

Nursing.  She became a Reg-

istered Nurse in 1948, and 

received a Master's Degree 

in Psychiatric Nursing from 

Yale in 1977.  She retired 

from Nursing at age 88, 

which leaves her additional 

time for community service 

and politics.  Mary serves on 

our town Nursing Board, the 

Old Saybrook Historic Dis-

trict Commission, the Shore-

line League of Democratic 

Women, and the Old 

Saybrook Democratic Town 

Committee.   
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Matt Pugliese, Candidate for the 23rd General Assembly District 

Running for elected office for the first time is an incredible experience.  The part that I most enjoy is going door to 

door and having conversations with the residents in all four of the towns in the 23rd district. In speaking with Demo-

crats, Republicans, and Unaffiliated voters, I have heard the same questions and concerns rise to the top.  

Our community is frustrated with partisan politics. I am too.  I'm frustrated with the gridlock, the lack of progress and 

service required to move our state forward. We need leaders representing our communities that are willing to listen 

and to learn. We need leaders that believe in communication, collaboration and compromise.  Moving Connecticut 

forward in a stronger direction isn't about ideology.  It isn't about individuals.  It is about community, connectivity and 

cooperation.  This is the same approach that I have brought as a business leader for over a decade.  

To improve Connecticut's economy, we need to focus on making Connecticut a competitive place to do business.  We 

need to focus on economic development drivers that support small businesses and hard-working families. I will work to 

reduce the government bureaucracy and red-tape that hinders growth. We need to make it easier to run a business 

here in Connecticut and to encourage job growth and creation.   

We can support workforce development, employee retention and small business growth by prioritizing education, 

healthcare and paid family leave.  These are initiatives that benefit both business and worker, and make Connecticut 

regionally competitive with our neighboring states.  

I support expanding training programs in our community colleges and trade schools that create a highly skilled and 

educated workforce. We need to prepare our young people for the jobs of the future that will provide a living wage. 

This educated workforce is attractive for business growth and development.  Initiatives include expanding advanced 

manufacturing training programs in the community college system, and partnering with private business to make these 

programs tuition free.  I support loan forgiveness initiatives for college graduates that stay in Connecticut.   

Providing high-quality, affordable health care is the most volatile cost for a small business.  It is also one of the most 

important benefits that workers are seeking in employment. I believe in expanding access to the state's Medicaid pro-

gram and moving to a single-payer system in Connecticut. This can create stability for both businesses and individuals.  

Paid family leave is a benefit that people can use throughout life - whether they are starting their family, taking care 

of a loved one with an unexpected illness or recovering from their own. Providing paid leave in these situations is a 

burden on a small business. Paid family leave would be funded by a small payroll deduction to which every employ-

ee contributes.  It is not an additional cost that small business would need to shoulder. It would make Connecticut com-

petitive regionally.  Massachusetts, Rhode Island and New York all have instituted paid leave systems.  

We need to get Connecticut's spending under control. I've spent my career in the non-profit sector where we must run 

on tight budgets and maximize service delivery.  We also need to recognize that the state's spending must benefit the 

community, not create new problems and concerns through shortsighted budget cuts.  We need a strategic approach. 

We need to examine opportunities for regionalization to deliver effective service at the best possible cost.  

I support implementing tolls on our interstate highways.  48 out of 50 states in our country have tolls.  Our transporta-

tion infrastructure needs improvement and we need revenue to invest in our roads and bridges.  I support electronic 

tolling, and making sure we have in-state discounts for our citizens.  

 

 

Matt Pugliese 
Managing Director at the Connecticut Repertory Theatre 
 



Sound News - Special Election Edition 

3 

Norm Needleman, Candidate for the State Senate in the 33rd District  

Finding tractable solutions to issues facing the state requires willing cooperation among all stakeholders, even when there 
is a major gulf separating approaches, opinions and ideas. Lack of cooperation is what got us to where we are today, 
facing the daunting list of issues, and lurching to knee-jerk solutions characterized by an intractable refusal to compro-

mise. 

We need to start with a fundamental change in how we approach all policy-making and problem solving. We must re-
place partisan politics with reasoned discourse and an honest exchange of ideas. We have to replace negative and nar-
row ideology with the understanding that our primary responsibility as public servants is to improve the quality of life in 
our towns, not advance a vague ideological tenet that ignores the practicalities and the human values that should charac-
terize everything we do. And lastly, we must stop making scoring political points our primary objective and replace it 
with the realization that the only way to resolve these crucial issues is through dialogue, not diatribe. I will work to make 
certain that both parties are engaged in all policy-making efforts, ending exclusion, and minimizing the short-sighted 

bickering that is the root cause of so many problems.  

Here are some of the issues that I believe require immediate focus and thought: 

Taxes: Everyone, including me, wants lower taxes. The best way to do that without compromising quality of life and vital 
services is to aggressively promote economic development in the district and in the state. We must make it easier to start 
and operate a business, and we must incentivize the creation of high paying jobs. So as the foundation for all policy de-
velopment, I would make economic development, planning, and job creation a top priority by developing a real plan to 
incent business growth in the state. Evidence that a primary focus on economic development works: by reducing red tape 
and creating a business-friendly environment in Essex, our small town is now home to over 700 businesses, and property 

taxes are among the lowest in the state. Those are the results I would seek to duplicate throughout our district. 

Controlling state government spending: I propose a comprehensive review of all state spending practices and proce-
dures, with the objective of streamlining and modernizing state government services and procedures. I did it in Essex and 
the result was a more efficient use of town resources and an improvement in town services. We were able to accomplish 

this while keeping Essex taxes lower than 90% of the towns in the state. 

Seniors: I support easing the property tax and income tax burden on seniors. I support expanding in-home care, dou-

bling the number of nursing home inspectors, and requiring semi-annual surprise inspection of every nursing home. 

Health insurance: I support cutting the cost of health insurance by allowing individuals to buy their insurance through the 

State’s Medicaid program. The result will be growth in the size of the purchasing pool, and more negotiating leverage to 

reduce costs. Also, and importantly, I support requiring all healthcare providers to post prices for procedures and ser-

vices, making it easier for individuals to obtain services at lower costs. 

Education: I will fight to stabilize education funding for our towns, especially for schools. Our towns have been hit hard 
by the state budget year after year. I will work to make certain that taxpayer dollars are spent in the classroom, not on 
bureaucratic overhead. I support increasing the number of low-cost community colleges throughout the state, and ex-
panding free trade schools to give young people skills for high paying jobs in technology-driven industries. I also support 

easing the financial burden for college graduates by forgiveness of loans in return for remaining in the state workforce. 

Small business: I support reducing regulations that make it more difficult for businesses to start and to operate. I also sup-
port measures that will reduce the financial burden on small businesses, such as allowing a tax deduction for payroll tax-

es. 

The environment: Our district is located on a beautiful shoreline and the Connecticut River. Those quality of life assets 
make it necessary for all of us to be tireless stewards of the environment. I have been endorsed by the Connecticut 
League of Conservation Voters because of my dedication to our environment. I support measures to keep our harbors, 
parks and beaches clean and well maintained, and our valuable open space protected for all  

to use and enjoy. 

Guns:  I support universal background checks and banning bump stocks. Common sense gun 

safety measures are important to keeping our families safe.  

Thank you for the opportunity to briefly express my views on some important issues.  

Norm Needleman 
Essex First Selectman | Owner/President of Tower Laboratories 
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Martha Marx, Candidate for the State Senate in the 20th District  

Sea level rise: Climate change is real and is particularly dangerous to our coastal communities! We must plan responsibly 

for future resilience and decrease the shoreline communities’ vulnerability. Guided by the best available science and ex-

pertise, by using state-of-the-art technologies and developing natural infrastructure, we can mitigate future costs to the 

economy, citizens and environment. We must approach coastal resilience regionally to proactively reduce risk to critical 

infrastructure and protect resources . 

The Republican administration’s rollback of EPA clean air and water protection: We can aim to make sure our state envi-

ronmental protections are as robust as possible.  This includes providing incentives to sustainable energy sources like solar 

and wind power in order to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels which have led us to the climate crisis we now face.  

Healthcare: I believe in universal healthcare for all, and would support a Medicare for all single-payer system for Con-

necticut. The bigger the pool, the more efficient the cost for everyone. We would be able to lower the cost of drugs by 

negotiating prices, and by purchasing in larger quantities. Canada and Europe have such systems. We could save count-

less lives by having a healthcare system modeled on those that have worked, such as in Canada and Europe. 

Paid Family Medical leave: Paid family medical leave helps workers and our state economy by ensuring small issues that 

go untreated don’t become more costly in the long run. The program would be funded through employee contributions 

(about 0.5 percent of an employee’s weekly earnings), which would eliminate the financial burden on small business own-

ers. It would be accessible to new parents, both mothers and fathers, and family caregivers helping loved ones recover 

during a severe illness, or to recuperate after one’s own illness or injury. 

All the states surrounding Connecticut will have paid leave programs in full effect by 2021 - it is time for us to have it 

too.  This is a commonsense policy that works for our families and our economy. 

Taxes:  I strongly oppose the idea of eliminating the income tax or the inheritance tax. The income tax should be re-

formed to include new higher brackets for high earners. I believe our municipalities are over-reliant on the property tax. 

The new federal limit on deductions will cost property owners thousands of dollars each year, which could have been 

spent improving properties and growing grand lists. The way to keep property taxes down is to ensure sufficient state 

funding for education to meet the needs of our communities.  

Teacher pensions: I oppose the effort to make towns responsible for teacher pensions; it is a state responsibility to ensure 

quality teachers in all our schools, which includes providing the healthcare and pension obligations for those teachers.  

Regionalization of town services: Generally, regionalization of services provides higher quality services for a lower cost.  

Magnet schools have been proven to help provide a consistent and equitable education; I support magnet schools. 

Tolls: I support tolls. I believe our transportation infrastructure is a vital component of economic growth and it’s time Con-

necticut joined the rest of the region in asking everyone who uses our roads to pitch in and help keep them in great con-

dition. Modern technology has made the implementation of tolls much safer than they were when Connecticut eliminated 

them in the 1980s.  

The State’s economy: We must work toward building a fairer and stronger economy - one that pays a living wage, sup-

ports women and people of color in the workplace, provides safe and dignified working conditions, and allows a path to 

a secure retirement.  We also must modernize our transportation infrastructure, expand public transportation, and invest 

in our workforce. 

Expansion of medical use of marijuana and legalization:  Yes and Yes! We could better serve patients, provide jobs for 

young people and generate significant revenue for the state each year!  When we legalize, we must be sure to include 

expunging the records of those who have prior marijuana offenses. We must also protect the rights of patients to access 

the strains that are best for their medicinal care.  

DMV: More staff and modernized systems. We are all aware of how out-of-date the DMV 

information systems are. 

Martha Marx 

Visiting nurse (RN)  

Former member of the New London City Council    
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OPINIONS: 

The Chairwoman’s Editorial:  Where is Your Voice, Your Vote?  

American Politics is the essence of free speech, each candidate may state his or her case whether it be fact or fiction.  

It is the duty of every citizen to make a determination based on what they believe to be the truth, at the voting 

booth.   There are a number of Republicans, Independents and Democrats who believe in silence, if I do not care for 

either candidate why vote.  It is not my problem.  It is your problem! When one is silent, when one does not state 

opposition or support for a particular candidate and their policies, you become part of the problem.  American De-

mocracy was founded on the principle of free speech. Free speech guarantees the public (you!) the right to comment 

for or against government policy, a candidate, a platform, a law, and by doing so let the government know how you 

feel "a government of and by the people".   If you do not vote, if you do not speak up, there will be no government 

"of and by the people". Congress and the President will no longer be working for "the people", they will be working 

for themselves.  When foreign governments are allowed and encouraged by a candidate running for the highest of-

fice to interfere in our elections and we remain silent; we are the larger problem; we are acquiescing.  

The definition of acquiescing is " to consent or comply passively without protest" (American Heritage Dictionary).  In 

other words, you agree with what is going on.  If you disagree with taking children from their parents, if you disa-

gree with harming the environment, if you disagree with destroying our National Parks and opening them up to strip 

mining and gas exploration, if you disagree with making fun of minorities and the handicapped, if you disagree with 

foreign governments interfering in our elections,  if you disagree with erasing climate change and sea level rise from 

being spoken about or discussed by our scientists, if you disagree that big business has been defined as a person 

and can over ride your individual rights, if you disagree that the air we breathe and the water we drink should be 

polluted, where is your Voice, your Vote! 

This is one of the few countries in the world where you can speak freely and vote in secret, where every ballot counts.  

Why has the United States lost its nerve to vote with all its guaranteed civil liberties?  Why are you not voting?   If 

you agree with Trump's rhetoric and polices, then own him!  If you disagree where is your voice?  Now is the time 

to Vote!   It is a precious right that not every country has, some are dying to obtain it and we who have it are refus-

ing to exercise it.  The question is Why?  60 percent of the voting public does not go to the poles at the midterm elec-

tions.  Do you have the courage to VOTE!  Democracy only functions when the electorate exercises its right to vote.  

Your Country needs you to vote now possibly more than at any other time.  I implore you to Speak Up, Stand Up and 

most importantly Vote this November 6th.  Your vote is your voice - VOTE LOUDLY ! 

Janis L Esty, Chairwoman, Old Saybrook Democratic Town Committee   

On Election Day, vote YES on Ballot Question #2 

Help protect public lands!  If ballot question #2 is approved, a constitutional amendment will pass that will prevent 

the Connecticut General Assembly from giving away state public land in backroom deals without any of the public 

transparency and fact-finding usually required.  Many state properties were given by people who wanted to share 

their beauty.  Public lands also help keep our air and water clean, attract visitors and provide jobs.     

Backroom state land deals typically occur because local interests want to convert open space to some form of devel-

opment without full state-wide scrutiny.   Gillette Castle could be given away and we’d only find out after the fact.   

A prime example is the 2011 exchange with a developer for a portion of the Clarke Creek Wildlife Management 

Area in Haddam for much less valuable uplands, without all the facts being known.  See www.ctwoodlands.org/sites/

default/files//Preserved_But_Maybe_Not_0.pdf.    

The proposed amendment would require public hearings on all transfers of public land, to prevent last minute inclu-

sions in ‘conveyance’ bills that bypass public hearing requirements and fact-finding; the amendment will also require 

a 2/3rd majority vote for transfer of state parks, wildlife management areas and state-owned farm easements.     

Another example is this year’s in-the-dark-of-night transfer of the Hartford Regional Market to the Capital Region 

Development Authority without a full public discussion of what this means.  The amendment won’t prevent transfers 

that are in the public interest from proceeding, it just will require a full review.   

This amendment is supported by the CT Audubon Society, the CT League of Conservation Votes, Trout Unlimited, the 

Friends of CT State Parks, the CT Trail Rides Association, and many other organizations.  To get this amendment on 

the ballot required bipartisan support.   But passage is far from certain, vote YES on Ballot Question #2.  

Bill Webb, Old Saybrook Town Democratic Committee 

http://www.ctwoodlands.org/sites/default/files/Preserved_But_Maybe_Not_0.pdf
http://www.ctwoodlands.org/sites/default/files/Preserved_But_Maybe_Not_0.pdf
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Jeannine Lewis is the new-

est Judge of Probate in the 

State, filling retiring Judge 

Lomme’s term.  Her term 

began on July 28, 2018 

and she will be running for 

her first full term this No-

vember.  Judge Lewis 

serves one of the largest 

probate districts in Con-

necticut, District 33, com-

prised of the towns of 

Chester, Clinton, Deep Riv-

er, Essex, Haddam, Killing-

worth, Lyme, Old Saybrook 

and Westbrook. 

Estate and probate law 

found Judge Lewis in 2006 

when she began accepting 

court appointments to de-

fend individuals with mental 

illness in conservatorship 

matters, where a judge 

appoints a responsible per-

son or organization (called 

the “conservator”) to care 

for another adult (the 

“conserved person”) who 

cannot care for himself or 

herself or manage his or 

her own finances. Probate 

court has been a forum 

where Judge Lewis has 

helped families find practi-

cal solutions to emotional 

matters that affect the ex-

tended family, from the 

children to the elderly par-

ents.    

With a passion for ensuring 

adequate legal represen-

tation for every individual, 

her recent accomplishments 

include co-authoring a man-

ual designed to train attor-

neys on how to properly 

represent compromised 

individuals in probate mat-

ters.  

Judge Lewis serves on two 

committees of the State of 

CT Probate Assembly: the 

Conservatorship Guidelines 

Committee, which devel-

oped the first ever stand-

ards of conduct for Con-

necticut conservators, and 

the Continuing Education 

Committee, developing ed-

ucational programs for 

probate judges throughout 

the state.  Through her work 

on these committees, she 

will continue to pursue her 

passion for enhancing the 

outcomes of vulnerable in-

dividuals.   

Sitting on “the bench”, a 

high-backed leather chair 

in one of the conference 

rooms at the Old Saybrook 

Town Hall, is very different 

from the advocacy role she 

practiced as an attorney.  

A typical day as a Judge 

of Probate encompasses a 

wide variety of legal mat-

ters.  She serves as the neu-

tral arbiter of fact, ap-

points guardians for indi-

viduals with intellectual dis-

abilities, and hears custody 

matters involving children.  

Other responsibilities in-

volve processing name 

change requests, handling 

a myriad of matters relat-

ed to a decedent’s estates, 

and hearing initial and on-

going conservatorship mat-

ters.  Judge Lewis is grate-

ful for her strong back-

ground in probate law and 

for the support of seven 

competent clerks who en-

sure that the court runs 

smoothly. 

Jeannine Lewis is the newest Judge of  Probate in the State  

Probate Judge Terrance Lomme Retires 

individual probate courts 

into one District Court, lo-

cated in Old Saybrook.  

The nine towns served by 

the new District Court are 

Chester, Deep River, Clin-

ton, Essex, Haddam, Killing-

worth, Lyme and Old 

Saybrook and Westbrook.  

Judge Lomme was instru-

mental in ensuring the tran-

sition proceeded smoothly 

and with little interruption, 

not something that is easily 

accomplished.   Reaching 

the mandatory retirement 

age, Judge Lomme was 

forced to retire, but true to 

his nature he made sure the 

transition to his replace-

ment, Jeannine Lewis, went 

smoothly.   

Thank You for your service, 

Judge Lomme.  You will be 

missed! 

The Democratic Town Com-

mittee would like to thank 

Terrance Lomme, Probate 

Judge for the Saybrook 

District, for his years of 

dedicated and compassion-

ate service to the court, to 

the communities, and to the 

people he served.  Judge 

Lomme was first elected in 

2010, and he oversaw the 

difficult transition of nine 

Jeannine Lewis, 
Judge of Probate 

Judge Terrance Lomme 
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In Old Saybrook, as of Sep-

tember 18, 2018, there are 

8,540 active registered vot-

ers. Voter registration has 

been brisk with constant 

changes to our voter rolls 

each week. With DMV regis-

tration, online registration, 

mail-in and in-person regis-

trations, we are seeing voters 

change parties, change from 

Unaffiliated to Democrat, 

Republican to Democrat, and 

vice versa. Overall the num-

bers have increased for reg-

istered Democrats.  Since 

January 10, 2018, when 

there were 8,361 voters, 

Democrats have added 54 

new voters, Republicans have 

added 32 new voters, Unaf-

filiated has added 74 new 

voters, and the Other catego-

ry (which includes the Inde-

pendent Party, Green Party, 

Libertarian etc.), showed an 

increase of 19 voters. 

Often “Unaffiliated” voters 

are referred to as 

“Independent voters” which 

adds to the confusion. In Con-

necticut “Independent” voters 

belong to the Independent 

Party of CT. If you fill out 

your voter registration party 

choosing to be registered as 

“Independent” you will be 

registered to the Independent 

Party. If you check off the 

box that says you do not 

want to join a party at this 

time, you will be assigned the 

designation of Unaffiliated 

voter.  

In District 1 there are more 

Republicans than Democrats, 

but even more Unaffiliated 

Voters.  District 1 has 1,013 

Democrats, 1,422 Republi-

cans, 1,987 Unaffiliated 

Voters, and 62 Other Party 

voters which includes the 

Independent party.  District 

1 votes at the Middle 

School.  

In District 2 there are more 

Democrats than Republicans 

and once again there are 

more Unaffiliated Voters. 

District 2 has 1,479 Demo-

crats, 1,422 Republicans, 

1,987 Unaffiliated Voters, 

and 73 Other voters for a 

total of 4,961 registered 

voters. District 2 votes at 

the High School. 

Despite Unaffiliated being 

the majority of Old 

Saybrook voters, their com-

mitment to getting to the 

polls lags behind both the 

Republican and Democratic 

parties.  Presidential elec-

tions certainly do better 

than primaries, referen-

dums, local and state elec-

tions.  As Registrars we are 

always hopeful for better 

turnouts and we play it 

safe by ordering extra 

ballots, but to date, no one 

has had to run to the copier 

to print more ballots in Old 

Saybrook.  

In the May 2018 Referen-

dum on the town budget, 

Republicans and Democrats 

had a 5% turn out, while 

Unaffiliated had 2% turn-

out. Ouch!  

The state reported that for 

the August 14th Democratic 

Primary of 771,832 regis-

tered voters in 169 towns, 

220,697 voters voted, 

which equates to a 28.59% 

turnout for the Democratic 

Primary.  The turnout for the 

primary in Old Saybrook 

shows a 32% voter turnout.   

The Old Saybrook Democratic 

Party is made up of 1,479 

female voters, and 505 wom-

en voted in the Democratic 

primary, which is a 34% fe-

male voter turnout. Of the 

970 Democratic men in Old 

Saybrook, 290 voted in the 

Democratic Primary, which is 

a 29% male voter turnout. 

Looking at the Old Saybrook 

Republican Primary, Republi-

can men have a total of 

1,298 male voters, and 466 

voted, resulting in a 35% 

male voter turnout. Old 

Saybrook Republican women 

have 1,228 female voters, 

and 411 voted, with a total 

turnout of 33%. 

The increased number of reg-

istered Democrats is encour-

aging, but if we hope to ride 

a Blue Wave, getting out the 

vote will be more important 

than increasing our registra-

tion numbers. Asking people if 

they are registered to vote is 

the easy part.  Asking “do 

you vote?”, and “will you 

vote?” is a conversation that 

needs to be repeated. Com-

mit to not only get yourself to 

the polls but encourage 

and bring another voter 

along with you. Friends 

don’t let friends forget to 

vote!  To ride a Blue 

Wave in November, 

Democrats need a serious 

Get Out The Vote cam-

paign!  

 

Joan Strickland, Registrar of 

Voters Old Saybrook 

 

Looking for a Blue Wave? It may just need a ride to the polls!  

CURBSIDE VOTING IS 

AVAILABLE FOR 

PEOPLE WHO ARE 

INCAPACITATED.  

 TWO POLL-

WORKERS OF 

OPPOSITE PARTIES 

WILL COME OUTSIDE 

TO ASSIST 

YOU.  VISIT 

WWW.MYVOTE.CT.

GOV, FOR MORE 

INFO. 



stickers and lawn signs have 

their place. They are important 

examples of showing support 

for our values within our com-

munities. But these markers of 

self-expression do not get 

votes. 

Most campaigns need people 

to make phone calls (“phone 

banking”) and to go door-to-

door (“canvassing”) in order to 

reach voters. While campaigns 

occasionally have other work 

that needs doing, if you want 

Democrats to win this is the sort 

of hard work that needs doing.  

Outside of campaigns, talk to 

your neighbors, friends, and 

families about the importance 

of voting. Do you know of any-

With each passing hour, we 

move closer to Election Day on 

November 6. As the date 

draws near, friends and family 

will inevitably ask me how to 

volunteer. Here’s my answer.  

Studies have shown that the 

closer contact one has with a 

voter, the higher the likelihood 

of that voter being engaged. 

For example, speaking with a 

voter in person is more effec-

tive than placing a phone call. 

Talking to a voter on the phone 

is more effective than that voter 

reading an advertisement.  A 

voter seeing supporters in per-

son is more effective than see-

ing a lawn sign. And so on. 

Don’t get me wrong - bumper 

one in your life who needs help 

registering to vote, getting to 

the polls, or requesting an ab-

sentee ballot? Do not wait until 

the last minute to reach out! 

On Election Day, the canvassing 

and phone banking continues 

until the last minute, but volun-

teers are also needed to drive 

people to the polls and to 

greet voters at polling loca-

tions. Ask local campaigns for 

details, but also keep in mind 

that volunteers are needed 

throughout the entire election 

season and not just on the last 

day. 
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Vice Chairwoman: 

Wendy Gesick 

 

Secretary: 

Nancy Walsh 

 

Assistant Secretary: 

MaryAnn E. Iadarola 

 

Treasurer: 

Donald S. Brodeur 

 

Assistant Treasurer: 

C. Marston Ladd 

 

Sound News Editors: 

Laura Gray 

Bill Webb 
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